The Call to Country Living
Part 1
The work of the people of God is to prepare for the events of the future, which will soon come upon
them with blinding force. In the world gigantic monopolies will be formed. Men will bind themselves
together in unions that will wrap them in the folds of the enemy. A few men will combine to grasp all
the means to be obtained in certain lines of business. Trades unions will be formed, and those who
refuse to join these unions will be marked men.--Letter 26, 1903. {CL 10.3}

The Lord desires you to be of good courage. He has a work for you to do in evangelistic lines, a work
demanding more distinctly spiritual efforts than the work in which you have been engaged. The greatest
and most important work in which we can engage is the preparation of a people to stand in the day of
God, upon which we are just entering. May the Lord help you, my brother, to devote your God-given
capabilities to winning souls to Christ. Rest in God, and walk humbly with Him. You will need much of
the rich grace of the Saviour, and a deep, settled conviction that the work of the people of God is to
prepare for the events of the future, which will soon come upon them with blinding force. {4MR 74.3}

Imminent Danger for City Dwellers
The sword is without, and the pestilence and the famine within: he that is in the field shall
die with the sword; and he that is in the city, famine and pestilence shall devour him.
(Ezekiel 7:15 KJV)
Again and again the Lord has instructed that our people are to take their families away from
the cities, into the country, where they can raise their own provisions; for in the future the
problem of buying and selling will be a very serious one. We should now begin to heed
the instruction given us over and over again: Get out of the cities into rural districts, where
the houses are not crowded closely together, and where you will be free from the
interference of enemies. (For further detailed counsel on this topic see Country Living.) {AH
141.4}
During the Christian dispensation, the great enemy of man's happiness has made the
Sabbath of the fourth commandment an object of special attack. Satan says, "I will work at
cross purposes with God. I will empower my followers to set aside God's memorial, the
seventh-day Sabbath. Thus I will show the world that the day sanctified and blessed by God
has been changed. That day shall not live in the minds of the people. I will obliterate the
memory of it. I will place in its stead a day that does not bear the credentials of God, a day

that cannot be a sign between God and His people. I will lead those who accept this day to
place upon it the sanctity that God placed upon the seventh day. {PK 183.3}
"Through my vicegerent, I will exalt myself. The first day will be extolled, and the
Protestant world will receive this spurious sabbath as genuine. Through the nonobservance
of the Sabbath that God instituted, I will bring His law into contempt. The words, 'A sign
between Me and you throughout your generations,' I will make to serve on the side of my
sabbath. {PK 184.1}
"Thus the world will become mine. I will be the ruler of the earth, the prince of the world. I
will so control the minds under my power that God's Sabbath shall be a special object of
contempt. A sign? I will make the observance of the seventh day a sign of disloyalty to the
authorities of earth. Human laws will be made so stringent that men and women will not
dare to observe the seventh-day Sabbath. For fear of wanting food and clothing, they will
join with the world in transgressing God's law. The earth will be wholly under my dominion."
{PK 184.2}
In India, China, Russia, and the cities of America, thousands of men and women are dying
of starvation. The monied men, because they have the power, control the market. They
purchase at low rates all they can obtain, and then sell at greatly increased prices. This
means starvation to the poorer classes, and will result in a civil war. There will be a time of
trouble such as never was since there was a nation. "And at that time shall Michael stand
up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time
of trouble such as never was since there was a nation, even to that same time; and at that
time thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the book. . . .
Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly, and
none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand."--Ms 114, 1899.
(General manuscript, untitled, typed August 13, 1899.) {5MR 305.4}
Erelong there will be such strife and confusion in the cities, that those who wish to leave
them will not be able. {Mar 180.5}
If in the providence of God we can secure places away from the cities, the Lord would
have us do this. There are troublous times before us. {Mar 180.8}
Remember the words of Christ in answer to the Disciples question “when and what are the
signs of the end of the world”.
And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that
the desolation thereof is nigh. Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the

mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not
them that are in the countries enter thereinto.
(Luke 21:20-21 KJV)

Gods Wisdom in Calling for Country Living
The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us
shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? He
that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions,
that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood,
and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be
the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be surei. Thine eyes shall
see the king in his beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off.ii
(Isaiah 33:14-17 KJV)
It was not God's purpose that people should be crowded into cities, huddled together in
terraces and tenements. In the beginning He placed our first parents amidst the beautiful
sights and sounds He desires us to rejoice in today. The more nearly we come into harmony
with God's original plan, the more favorable will be our position to secure health of body,
and mind, and soul.--The Ministry of Healing, pp. 363-365. (1905) {CL 6.5}
Fathers and mothers who possess a piece of land and a comfortable home are kings and
queens. {AH 141.2}
Do not consider it a privation when you are called to leave the cities and move out into the
country places. Here there await rich blessings for those who will grasp them. {AH 141.3}
Again and again the Lord has instructed that our people are to take their families away from
the cities, into the country, where they can raise their own provisions; for in the future the
problem of buying and selling will be a very serious one. We should now begin to heed the
instruction given us over and over again: Get out of the cities into rural districts, where the
houses are not crowded closely together, and where you will be free from the interference of
enemies. (see Country Living.) {AH 141.4}

Country Living and the Sunday Law Crisis
(1885) The Signal for Fleeing
It is no time now for God's people to be fixing their affections or laying up their treasure
in the world. The time is not far distant, when, like the early disciples, we shall be forced to
seek a refuge in desolate and solitary places. As the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman
armies was the signal for flight to the Judean Christians, so the assumption of power on the
part of our nation, in the decree enforcing the papal sabbath, will be a warning to us. It will
then be time to leave the large cities, preparatory to leaving the smaller ones for retired
homes in secluded places among the mountains. And now, instead of seeking expensive
dwellings here, we should be preparing to move to a better country, even a heavenly.
Instead of spending our means in self-gratification, we should be studying to economize. -Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 464, 465. (1885) {CL 32.1} [For further information on why the siege
of Jerusalem is a type of what’s to soon happen to those who choose to remain in the cities.
See Great Controversy Chap.One]
(1903) The time has come, when, as God opens the way, families should move out of the
cities. The children should be taken into the country. The parents should get as suitable a
place as their means will allow. Though the dwelling may be small, yet there should be land
in connection with it, that may be cultivated. --Manuscript 50, 1903. {CL 24.2}
(1897) When the power invested in kings is allied to goodness, it is because the one in
responsibility is under the divine dictation. When power is allied with wickedness, it is allied
to Satanic agencies, and it will work to destroy those who are the Lord's property. The
Protestant world have set up an idol sabbath in the place where God's Sabbath should
be, and they are treading in the footsteps of the Papacy. For this reason I see the necessity
of the people of God moving out of the cities into retired country [places,] where they may
cultivate the land and raise their own produce. Thus they may bring their children up
with simple, healthful habits. I see the necessity of making haste to get all things ready for
the crisis. --Letter 90, 1897. {CL 21.1}

Notice the underlying theme: Food
Hoarded wealth will soon be worthless. When the decree shall go forth that none shall buy
or sell except they have the mark of the beast, very much means will be of no avail. God
calls for us now to do all in our power to send forth the warning to the world. --RH March 21,
1878. {LDE 148.2} [Notice money will be useless!]
The time is coming when we cannot sell at any price. The decree will soon go forth
prohibiting men to buy or sell of any man save him that hath the mark of the beast. We
came near having this realized in California a short time since, but this was only the
threatening of the blowing of the four winds. As yet they are held by the four angels. We are
not just ready. There is a work yet to be done, and then the angels will be bidden to let go,
that the four winds may blow upon the earth.--5T 152 (1882). {LDE 148.3}
In the last great conflict in the controversy with Satan those who are loyal to God will see
every earthly support cut off. Because they refuse to break His law in obedience to
earthly powers they will be forbidden to buy or sell. --DA 121, 122 (1898). {LDE 148.4}
Satan says . . . "For fear of wanting food and clothing they will join with the world in
transgressing God's law. The earth will be wholly under my dominion."--PK 183, 184 (c.
1914). {LDE 149.1}
Three main basic necessities for life:
1. Food (Water included)
2. Shelter (Heat included)
3. Clothing

In Closing
The divine command was: "Go forward." They were not to wait until the way was made plain, and they
could comprehend the entire plan of their deliverance. God's cause is onward, and He will open a path
before His people. To hesitate and murmur is to manifest distrust in the Holy One of Israel. God in His
providence brought the Hebrews into the mountain fastnesses, with the Red Sea before them, that He
might work out their deliverance and forever rid them of their enemies. He might have saved them in
any other way, but He chose this method in order to test their faith and strengthen their trust in Him.
{4T 25.4}

The Hebrews were weary and terrified; yet if they had held back when Moses bade them advance, if
they had refused to move nearer to the Red Sea, God would never have opened the path for them. In
marching down to the very water, they showed that they had faith in the word of God as spoken by
Moses. They did all that it was in their power to do, and then the Mighty One of Israel performed His
part, and divided the waters to make a path for their feet. {4T 26.4}

i

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. Then
Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the
life of one of them by to morrow about this time. And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came
to Beersheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself went a day's journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said,
It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers. And as he lay and slept under a
juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. And he looked, and, behold,
there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him down
again. And the angel of the LORD came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because
the journey is too great for thee. And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty
days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God.
(1 Kings 19:1-8 KJV)
ii

Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about,
and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country:
(Matthew 21:33 KJV);
Then began he to speak to the people this parable; A certain man planted a vineyard, and let it forth to
husbandmen, and went into a far country for a long time.
(Luke 20:9 KJV)

